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Important Dates 

 EPIC Assembly on 2/7 
 PTO Bake-Off on 2/7 (We still 

need judges for this fun 
event. Email Lisa Lewis 
(miss_nimrod@yahoo.com) to sign 
up.) 

 Spelling Bee on 2/12 
 Science Fair on 2/21 
 EPIC Assembly on 2/28 
 15 Year Anniversary Celebration 

on 2/28  

Important News for Parents  

To Track Homework 
All homework assignments can be found on the 
CSCA website.  Simply: 

1.  Go to “About Us” 
2. Next, click on “Staff Directory” 
3. Go to your teacher 
4. Click on the Calendar, and Voila! 

 

 

Social Studies 
With Mrs. Ross 
kross@cscharter.org 
 
Seventh Grade Social Studies is wrapping up their 
unit on the Russian Revolution. The Road to 
Revolution skit was a hit and students are now 
looking forward to the culminating activity: The 
Russian Feast! I am asking students bring in $3 CASH 
to Mrs. Ross by Monday, January 27th in order to 
offset the cost of the food--all which will be obtained 
from the local Eastern European Deli in Colorado 
Springs, or prepared by Mrs. Ross. Students should 
expect a test on the Russian Revolution on Thursday, 
January 30th. In addition, students are completing a 
Rasputin Reflection project Friday in class--which will 
be formally due on Monday, January 27th.  
Our next unit? The Roaring Twenties! 
 
Eighth grade is diving in to the Cold War! The unit will 
consist of a philosophical, political and economical 
examination of communism and the U.S.S.R. We will 
be investigating the history of the Atomic Bomb and 
the life of a 1950's Teen--complete with a classroom 
"Teen for a Day" party (1950's style  ). More 
information coming soon..... 
 
Kristen Ross 
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Advanced Math 
With Mrs. Welsch 
cwelsch@cscharter.org 
 

 

Mrs. Welsch’s Math Newsletter 

7th Grade Advanced Math – Pre-algebra 

In February, we will continue working on 
concepts in Pre-Algebra, including multiple unit 
multipliers, simplifying square roots, 
inequalities with negative coefficients, working 
with polynomials, graphing lines using 
intercepts, products of binomials, scatterplots, 
and transforming formulas. We will also 
explore more Geometry, including area of a 
trapezoid, volume and surface area of prisms 
and cylinders, central angles and arcs. Please 
encourage your student to attempt all homework 
problems and to ask questions in class, if he/she 
does not understand a concept! 

8th Grade Advanced Math - Algebra 

In February, we will continue our Algebra I 
course by exploring the following topics: 
factoring trinomials, factoring special products, 
solving absolute value equations, graphing 
rational functions, working with the 
Pythagorean Theorem, solving multi-step 
inequalities and compound inequalities, and 
multiplying radical expressions. We will 

continue to work with the graphing calculator, 
including finding lines of best fit for 
scatterplots. We will start our 3rd quarter 
project after Science Fair is completed. Please 
encourage your student to attempt all homework 
problems and ask questions in class, if he/she 
does not understand a concept! 

Math  
With Mrs. Volanti 
dvolanti@cscharter.org 
 

 

We have already completed one month of the 
third quarter! Students in all classes have been 
working on new grade level Math concepts and 
talking about how the concepts will be presented 
on the CMAS test in April. 

Please remind your student to complete their 
homework on time and turn it in. Daily homework 
assignments are listed on the CSCA website on 
my monthly calendar. Tutoring is available to any 
student needing extra help. Please email me at 
dvolanti@cscharter.org to find out the dates and 
times available. 
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Math 8.1/8.2 

Students in 8th grade have learned to add and 
subtract like terms, use exponential rules to 
simplify equations, worked to find the missing leg 
of a similar triangle, write geometric congruency 
statements and find the slope of a line.  

The next set of concepts in class will deal with 
the graphing linear equations, functions and 
direct variation and graphing linear equations 
using the standard form of a line. 

Math 7.1/7.2 

Student in 7th grade have learned to add and 
subtract positive and negative integers, write 
large and small numbers in scientific notation, 
use measures of central tendency and solve 
order of operation equations with grouping 
symbols and integers. 

The next set of concepts in class will deal with 
multiplying and dividing integers, complex order 
of operation problems, evaluation of algebraic 
expressions using the substitution property and 
solving formulas using substitution. 

With Mrs. Volanti 
dvolanti@cscharter.org 

 

Coming soon. 
 

 

 
Science 

With Mr. Mazzoni 
amazzoni@cscharter.org 

 

Happy February!               

Our annual Science Fair is taking place on 
Friday, February 21.  All the students have 
been working really hard on their science 
fair projects, and we would love as much 
support for them as we could get.   

We are still looking for volunteers to 
judge the science fair.  If you are 
interested, or know someone who is 
interested, please email me 
at amazzoni@cscharter.org.   

I would like to thank all the parents and 
the staff members for their continuing 
support in making the science fair the 
best it can be!  
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Literature 
With Ms. Sheppard 

bsheppard@cscharter.org 
 
 

Happy February! 

This month, the 7th graders are wrapping 
up their autobiography unit with a diary project! 
We will be entering St. Petersburg, Missouri – 
the fictional town in which an adventurous 
young Tom Sawyer lives. Written by humorist 
and American treasure Mark Twain, The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer is a spectacular 
story about childhood adventure ad innocence. 
The 7th graders will examine the plot, historical 
context, and characterization of this classic 
American novel. 

The 8th grade class is leaving the 
communist satire on Animal Farm and 
venturing into essays and speeches. Using the 
enriching context of Black History Month, the 
kids will begin by reading Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s famous “Letters from a Birmingham 
Jail,” and “I have a dream” speeches. From 
there, they will read speeches and essays by 
President John F. Kennedy, E.B. White, and 
Rachel Carson. The unit will wrap up with an 
overview of Common Sense – the incendiary 
text of the American Revolution. This unit will 
be rich with lessons and discussions on the 
importance of rhetoric in writing. 

 

 
Grammar and Writing 
With Mrs. Walker 
pwalker@cscharter.org 
 
 
Writing and Grammar in February: 

 
In grammar, we are learning about quotation 

marks, direct objects, transitive verbs, figurative language, 
and compound/complex sentences.  

In writing, we have drafted expressive narratives, 
and we plan on publishing the best stories from each class.  
We have also begun to work with Mr. Mazzoni in 
preparing the Science Fair Research Reports. 

Many of our writing assignments can be found in 
Google Classroom.  Ask your student to give you a tour. 

If you have a student new to CSCA, please feel 
free to request a cursive writing packet so you student can 
practice at home.  Remember, cursive is a requirement for 
our writing at school, and I would glad to provide a packet. 

Finally, I am available for tutoring on Thursdays 
after school. 

 


